
The Washtenaw Land Trust: Protecting natural areas and working farms, here where you live. 

to do two things: to remain in ex-
istence forever, and to be finan-
cially ready to enforce and defend 
protected lands against any poten-
tial legal action.  Otherwise, it 
would put at risk the lands we 
have all worked so hard to pro-
tect.  

 

The Forever Fund 
     The Forever Fund will provide 
the financial security needed to 
ensure that the Land Trust can 
uphold & defend protected lands.     
     The Forever Fund is similar to 
an endowment, in that the princi-
pal of the fund grows and gener-
ates interest income.  
     Unlike the Land Trust’s stan-
dard Endowment Fund, however, 
the Forever Fund has one critical 
distinction.  In the event that legal 
defense or enforcement of a prop-
erty is needed, the principal bal-
ance of the Forever Fund may be 
used. (This decision requires a 
supermajority vote of the Board 
of Trustees and a plan to replenish 
the funds through additional fund-
raising efforts.)  This flexibility is 
crucial to the long-term defense 
of protected lands.  

In this way, the Forever Fund 
provides both stability and flexi-
bility to keep our local natural 
areas and rural landscapes pro-
tected for all time.�  

     The Washtenaw Land Trust 
was founded in 1971 to protect 
local farmland, open spaces, and 
natural areas.  The Land Trust 
accomplishes this mission by ac-
quiring permanent conservation 
agreements on privately held 
lands, and by caring for land 
through direct ownership. 
     Over the past 35 years, the 
Land Trust has protected 51 prop-
erties totaling more than 2,776 
acres throughout Washtenaw, 
Jackson, and Ingham counties. 
 

A Permanent Responsibility 
     Every time a property is pro-
tected, the Land Trust invests 
staff time and professional ser-
vices costs to ensure a sound and 
responsible agreement.    
     Once the papers are signed, 
though, the Land Trust’s obliga-
tion is just beginning.  By agree-
ing to protect a property, the Land 
Trust assumes perpetual steward-
ship responsibility for each pro-
tected property.  This responsibil-
ity includes: annual monitoring of 
the property to ensure that the 
agreement is being followed; 
maintaining and improving the 
properties held as public nature 
preserves; securing liability insur-
ance, and enforcing or defending 
the property from violation or en-
croachment. 

To meet this eternal commit-
ment, the Land Trust must be able 

A Promise to Protect Land Forever 
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I wanted to contribute to  
something that is forever,   

and to something as  
important as land:  

When all of us are gone,  
it's still here.   

 

Imagine being able to  
leave something in  

this community that was so 
important & valuable...  

 

A gift to the Forever Fund is a 
contribution to the end goal of 

preserving a piece  
of this earth. 

   

You'll know it's there,  

it's going to be there, and you 
had a part in helping to 
make sure it stays there. 

 

 - Scott Simonds 
 
Scott & Frankie Simonds have been 
members of the Land Trust for more than 
a decade, since the time it was known as 
the Potawatomi Land Trust.  Some years 
ago, Scott rediscovered a family connec-
tion to the land here in Michigan: he 
learned that his great-grandmother had 
been a Potawatomi Indian from the Jack-
son area.  Scott and Frankie’s gift to the 
Forever Fund will help care for protected 
lands in the community forever. 



Protecting land for all time 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When retired cardiologist Dr. 
Rudy Reichert of Ann Arbor be-
gan his estate planning, he knew 
that he wanted to protect the 
natural area that his family had 
owned and enjoyed for years.  

 

He and his advisors worked 
with the Land Trust to establish a 
perpetual conservation agree-
ment.  The agreement protects 
this 100-acre parcel of forests, 
creek and lake frontage, and a 
variety of wetlands such as tama-
rack swamps, fens, and wet 
meadows. Dr. Reichert also 
specified that at his passing, the 
land will be donated outright to 
the Land Trust as a protected na-
ture area. 

 

Dr. Reichert will also donate 
two small homesites for the Land 
Trust to sell.  The proceeds from 
these sales will provide revenue 
to the Forever Fund to help care 
for this nature area in perpetuity.   

 

As Dr. Reichert says, “Save it 
and don’t pave it.”�  

Answers to  
Your Questions  
 

Are gifts to the Forever Fund tax 
deductible?  Yes.   
 

Are gifts to the Forever Fund 
permanently restricted? 
In general, the principal of the 
fund grows and generates interest 
income. However, in the event that 
legal defense or enforcement of a 
property is needed, the principal 
balance may be used. (This re-
quires a supermajority vote of the 
Board and a plan to replenish the 
funds.)  This flexibility is crucial 
to the long-term defense of pro-
tected lands.  
 

May I make a gift to the Land 
Trust where the principal is per-
manently restricted? 
Yes, gifts of this type are also wel-
comed, and they will be invested 
in our Endowment Fund.  Please 
be sure to clarify your intent when 
you make your gift. 
 

How Do I Make a Gift? 
You can make a gift to the Forever 
Fund in a number of ways: 
· By check or credit card 
· By donating securities 
· By bequest, in your will or 

personal trust 
 

Please contact Suzie Heiney, De-
velopment Director, if you would 
like to learn more. 

Washtenaw Land Trust, 1100 N. Main St. 
#203, Ann Arbor, MI  48104 

Web: www.washtenawlandtrust.org 
Email: suzie@washtenawlandtrust.org 

Phone: 734-302-LAND (5263) 
 

Copies of the policy governing this fund 
are available upon request. 

About the Washtenaw Land Trust 
     The Washtenaw Land Trust is a leader in local land protection.  The first land trust in 
Michigan, the Land Trust has protected 51 properties totaling more than 2,776 acres 
throughout Washtenaw, Jackson, and Ingham counties, through voluntary land conserva-
tion.  The Washtenaw Land Trust is a private, non-profit, tax-exempt 501(c)(3) organiza-
tion. Gifts of cash, securities, property, or development rights are tax-deductible for fed-
eral income tax purposes to the extent permitted by law.  Please consult your tax advisor. 
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With each  
natural area & farm the  
Washtenaw Land Trust 

protects,  
a promise is made 

to all future generations:  
the land will remain  
protected—forever.   

 
Your tax-deductible gift 
to the Forever Fund 

helps ensure that  
this promise can be kept. 

 
The Forever Fund 

provides funds to uphold 
and defend these lands, 

today and into the future. 
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