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Take a look at the map of Washtenaw 
County located on this page.  

You may be surprised to see how 
much of the county is currently 
being actively used in agriculture 
– I know I was!  After four years 
of living in downtown Ann Arbor 
on the University of Michigan 
campus, I was amazed at how 
much of Washtenaw County is 
still undeveloped.   
 The Washtenaw Land Trust 
has three defi ned priority areas 
for permanent protection: the 
Waterloo-Pinckney natural corridor; 
the farmlands of southern & western Washtenaw 
County; and river corridors along the Huron, Raisin, 
and Saline Rivers. Work has already begun on outreach 
to the Waterloo-Pinckney area, and this summer it has 
been my pleasure to jump into the second of the Land 
Trust’s priority areas: farmland!  Washtenaw County boasts 
Southeast Michigan’s 3rd strongest agrarian economy, yet it 
is also home to some of the fastest population growth and 
development in the state.  
 Preserving the legacy of farming in Washtenaw County 
is very important, and to succeed in this, the agricultural 
economy must remain strong.  For this project, we needed 
to learn where the best farmland is located and how the 
Land Trust could best work to protect it.
 A Farmland Task Force has been meeting this summer 
to work on this project.  Chaired by Rocky Ward, we have 
had several rounds of meetings to discuss the project and 
how best to approach it.  Rocky, Rosanne Bloomer, Kay 
Heller, Terry Brinkman, and Bill Ames each gave insight.  
We discussed the most important factors to consider 
when prioritizing farmland, as well as possible methods 
for contacting and informing landowners about the 
possibilities for protection.   
 The fi rst step of the farmland analysis was to gather 
detailed maps made using Geographic Information 
Systems (GIS).  Terry Brinkman at Washtenaw County’s 
Department of Environment & Planning deserves many 
thanks for providing these.  The GIS maps illustrate all 
the factors we considered during the prioritization.  Using 
them allowed us to locate zones of high quality soil where 

Protect Natural Areas & Farms, 
Here Where You Live
Land Trust ramps up farmland outreach

a high percentage of the land was being currently used in 
agriculture, our fi rst level of priority.  From the maps, it 
became clear which regions within the county qualifi ed.  
Then, in addition to USDA prime ag-soils and agricultural 
land use, we gave priority to farmland parcels of 40 acres or 
greater, and to parcels with proximity to already protected 
land, parks, and preserves.  Proximity and contiguity are 
important because if a zone of multiple farmland parcels 
is protected, then a farm community with its necessary 
services, not just a few isolated farmers, can continue to 
work in Washtenaw County.
 Our major work in analyzing the land is behind us, and 
now our focus will be on informing area landowners on 
the benefi ts of permanently preserving their land.  The 
next step will likely be direct contact with landowners in 
these priority areas.  This will come through informative 
mailings, as well as local meetings to explain the options 
in person.  
 Through this communication, we will be able to 
inform landowners about the individual and community 
advantages to this conservation process.  By working 
together, we can all help ensure some of the best local 
farmland will be conserved forever.
 Katie Dennis served as the Land Trust’s Farmland Protection 
Project Coordinator this summer as part of a volunteer internship.  
She is a fi nishing her undergraduate work at the University 
of Michigan with a dual major in History and Program in the 
Environment.  Thank you, Katie, for all your help!

By Katie Dennis
Farmland Protection 
Project Coordinator
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Making A Difference   
Announcing the Forever Fund

Some years ago, Land Trust member Scott 
Simonds rediscovered a family connection to 

the land here in Michigan: he learned that his great 
grandmother was a Potawatomi Indian from the 
Jackson area.  This renewed his interest in protecting 
local natural areas and open spaces.  He joined the 
Land Trust (then known as the Potawatomi Land 
Trust) to help protect local natural areas and open 
spaces.  Recently, Scott and his wife Frankie decided 
to make a gift to the Land Trust’s new Forever Fund 
to care for these protected lands forever.

A Permanent Responsibility 
 Each time the papers are signed and another prop-
erty is protected, the Land Trust’s obligation is just 
beginning.  The Land Trust assumes perpetual stew-
ardship responsibility for protected lands.
 To meet this permanent commitment, the Land 
Trust must be able to do two things: to remain in ex-
istence forever, and to be fi nancially ready to enforce 
and defend protected lands against any potential le-
gal action.  Otherwise, it would put at risk the lands 
we have all worked so hard to protect. 

The Forever Fund
 The Forever Fund will provide the fi nancial security 
needed to ensure that the Land Trust can uphold & 
defend protected lands.  It is similar to an endow-
ment, in that the principal of the fund grows and 
generates interest income. 
 Unlike the Land Trust’s standard Endowment 
Fund, however, the Forever Fund has one critical 
distinction.  In the event that legal defense or 
enforcement of a property is needed, the principal 
balance of the Forever Fund may be used for that 
defense. (This decision requires a supermajority 
vote of the Board of Trustees and a plan to replenish 
the funds through additional fundraising efforts.)  
 In this way, the Forever Fund provides both the 
stability and the fl exibility that is crucial to the 
long-term defense of protected lands.

Imagine being able to leave something 
in this community that was so 

important & valuable... 

A gift to the Forever Fund is a 
contribution to the end goal of 
preserving a piece of this earth.

  You’ll know it’s there, 
it’s going to be there, and you had a 

part in helping to make sure it stays there.
- Scott Simonds

 If you’d like to learn more about the Forever Fund, please 
contact Suzie Heiney at suzie@washtenawlandtrust.org 
or 734-302-5263.

Isn’t Summer Supposed 
to be a Quiet Time?
In the works: 
14 projects on 800+ acres!
By Susan Lackey, Executive Director

If you call the Land Trust offi ce and we 
don’t answer, we’re probably out in the 

fi eld.  All of us.  Yes, doing our standard 
annual site visits, but also working with a 
record number of property owners who have chosen to protect 
their land in 2007.  
     Three things drive this abundance.  First, the improved tax 
benefi ts for 2007 have encouraged many who wanted to protect 
their land ‘some day’ to decide that this day has come.  Second, 
more property owners are becoming aware that they have 
options.  The education work the Land Trust and others have 
done, particularly over the past decade, is paying off.  Third, the 
downturn in the number of new real estate developments has 
given many property owners some breathing space to plan for 
their land in ways they’ve not done in the past.
 We are currently working with 14 property owners who hope 
to protect their land in 2007, representing over 850 acres of land.  
An additional three properties are possibilities, and we are also 
working on the potential donation of two new nature preserves.  
Added to the two projects we’ve already completed this year 
(see the Spring 2007 Journal), this may be another record year!
 This is a mixed blessing.  While I’m grateful for what this 
means for our local community, these conservation projects 
are not without costs.  The title and transaction costs for each 
donated easement cost the Land Trust about $1600.  When you 
add the staff time necessary to draft documents, meet with 
landowners and complete these transactions in a way that will 
stand fast forever, our direct costs approach $5000 for every 
‘free’ property preserved.  This doesn’t count the time spent 
educating landowners, getting the word out, and completing 
annual site visit responsibilities, which grow each year.
 This is actually pretty cost effective, so your gifts to the Land 
Trust are being used effi ciently. The Land Trust’s direct cost 
of protecting an acre of land is $52.  The total cost per acre, 
including all the educational time, is about $800.  Compared 
to local land prices of $5,000 - $10,000 an acre or more, that is 
amazingly cheap.  
 But... that’s why we aren’t in the offi ce!  

Protection is coming soon to shady glens and sunny fi elds near you!  
The Land Trust is working on a record number of projects this year.

You can help protect these lands! To make a gift or for 
information, please return the reply form on page 7 or 
contact Suzie Heiney at 734-302-5263.
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The Nature Spot: Your guide to 
the Ferns of Sharon Hills Preserve

In high summer, it’s hot, it’s buggy, 
and the spring wildfl owers are long 

gone.  Why go out in the woods?  To 
see ferns!
 Late summer is the ideal time to 
look for these interesting plants.  With 
a short visit to the Land Trust’s Sharon 
Hills Preserve, you’ll be able to see 
several of the most common ferns in 
this area.
 Take the trail that begins at the 
southern end of the parking lot.  Before 
long, you’ll see the narrow, spiky 
fronds of ebony spleenwort (Asplenium 
platyneuron) along the edges of the 
path.  Notice the glossy, dark stem 
that is the source of the “ebony” in its 
name.  This fern typically is found in 
areas with well-drained soil and light 
shade.  Its fronds are evergreen and 
can be spotted even in winter.
 In shadier areas near the trail, 
you’ll see two kinds of ferns with 

lacy-cut fronds: spinulose wood 
fern (Dryopteris carthusiana) and lady 
fern (Athyrium fi lix-femina).  These 
two species can seem diffi cult to 
distinguish at fi rst, but if you check a 
couple key features, you’ll be able to 
tell them apart easily.
 First, look at the stalk of the frond, 
near the ground.  Spinulose wood fern 
has a stout stalk with large, tan scales; 
lady fern has a slimmer, more delicate 
stalk with small, black scales.  Second, 
look at the lowest leafl ets of the frond.  
On spinulose, those leafl ets are short 
and triangular, whereas on lady, they 
are long and narrow, with almost 
parallel sides.
 Spinulose wood fern can thrive in 
a wide range of moisture conditions.  
It’s a common resident of the relatively 
dry oak-hickory forests in this area, 
but it can also be seen on tussocks in 
wetlands.  Like ebony spleenwort, it 
is evergreen.

 Lady fern prefers consistently moist 
soil and is often found along the edges 
of wetlands.  Some individuals have 
striking red stems.  As with most ferns, 
the fronds die back in the fall.
 Anywhere along the trail, in sun 
or shade, look for the large, coarsely-
cut fronds of sensitive fern (Onoclea 
sensibilis).  This fern is perhaps the 
most common one in this area, found 
almost anywhere there’s moisture in 
the ground.
 Despite its name, sensitive fern is 
a hardy plant.  The name refers to its 
dislike of cold weather: the fronds die 
back suddenly after the fi rst frost or 
two in the fall, and the new fronds do 
not appear until late spring, after the 
danger of frost has passed.
 In a patch of sensitive fern, you 
might also be able to see structures 
that look like upright sticks with rows 
of hard beads attached.  Those are 

the specialized fertile, or 
spore-bearing, fronds of 
sensitive fern.  The fertile 
fronds appear in the fall 
and remain throughout 
the winter; often they can 
be seen sticking up above 
the snow.  In early spring, 
the beads break open, 
releasing the ripe spores.
  Your explorations along 
the trail might lead you to 
other, less common ferns.  

Clinton’s wood fern (D. clintoniana) is 
a smaller, narrower, less lacy version 
of spinulose wood fern.  Christmas 
fern (Polystichum acrostichoides) has 
a spiky appearance similar to that 
of ebony spleenwort, but the fronds 
are taller, thicker, and blue-green in 
color.  The evergreen fronds were used 
as Christmas decorations by early 
European settlers.  Rattlesnake fern 
(Botrychium virginianum) is a small, 
easily overlooked plant.  Its three-part 
frond is held parallel to the ground, 
above a reddish, fl eshy stalk.  Its fertile 
frond protrudes like a spike from the 
center of the plant.

Growing ferns in the garden
 Ferns make lovely additions to a 
garden, but as with all plants, they must 
be given a suitable site.  In general, ferns 
prefer shady areas with moist or wet 
soil.  Don’t plant a fern in full afternoon 
sun and expect it to be happy!

 All four of the most common ferns 
in Sharon Hills Preserve make good 
garden plants.  Ebony spleenwort’s 
relatively small size is ideal for 
a border in a lightly shaded bed.  
Spinulose wood fern, with its sturdy, 
lacy, evergreen leaves, can provide 
both summer and winter interest in 
a shade garden.  Lady fern’s arching 
fronds make it a good specimen plant 
in a small bed.  And sensitive fern is 
great for a problem area that never 
seems to dry out.
 Garden ferns can be purchased 
from native-plant nurseries (see www.
mnppa.org) or from conventional 
landscape nurseries.  Other gardeners 
might be willing to share their excess 
plants.  Ferns and other plants must 
never be dug from Sharon Hills 
Preserve or any other private or public 
property without the permission of 
the landowner.
 For more information about using 
ferns in the garden, see Ferns: Wild 
Things Make a Comeback in the Garden, 
C. Colston Burrell, Ed., published by 
the Brooklyn Botanic Garden (1994).  
For more general information about 
ferns, plus excellent photos, see the 
fern section of the website for the 
Connecticut Botanical Society, www.
ct-botanical-society.org/ferns.
 Laura Liebler is the owner of Sorus 
Plants, a nursery in Ann Arbor specializing 
in Michigan native ferns.  She can be 
reached at info@sorusplants.com or 734-
678-6685. For more photos of these ferns, 
please visit www.washtenawlandtrust.
org/naturespot.htm.

Spinulose woodfern

Sensitive fern
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By Laura Liebler



The land is forever. The Opportunity is now. You can make a difference.
You can support land protection, here where you live, with your gift to the Washtenaw Land Trust.

❑ Yes! I’ll help protect open spaces for future generations!  Enclosed is my gift of $____________

❑ Yes! I’d also like to add a gift to a designated fund!   $_______ Farmland Preservation   $_______ The Forever Fund
For other giving opportunities, please contact 734-302-5263 or info@washtenawlandtrust.org,

❑ Yes! Please add me to the monthly email list. 

Name:   

Address:

City:  State:  Zip:

Phone: Email:

Please make checks payable to Washtenaw Land Trust, or make a secure credit 
card donation online at  www.WashtenawLandTrust.org. 
Washtenaw Land Trust
1100 N. Main Street  • Suite #203 • Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104
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Please contact me about:
❑ Upcoming events, workshops, and hikes  
❑ Becoming a volunteer   
❑ Planned giving  ❑ The Forever Fund   
❑ Protecting my land

Feeding Wild Birds, 
Protecting Wild Lands

The Songbird Company, 
locally owned & operated 
by Land Trust members 
Jim & Katie Wait, will 
donate $1.00 for each of 
their wild bird seed tags 
submitted to the Land 

Trust.  Simply save the tags off each bag and mail them to the 
Land Trust. The premium bird seed blends contain a greater 
variety of seeds and less fi ller seed than most commercial 
mixes.  They can be found at Wackenhut Gardens (Ann 
Arbor at Liberty and Parker, and Onstead, at US12 near W.J. 
Hayes State Park), Mantis Pet Supplies (Ypsilanti), Chelsea 
Greenhouse (Chelsea), Coppernolls Hardware (Grass Lake), 
Gee Farms and Stockbridge Floral and Greenhouse (Stock-
bridge), and Ed Bock Feeds (Pinckney).  For more information, 
contact The Songbird Company at 888-522-5025.

Wishlist
  You may be able to grant the Land Trust’s wishes! If you 
can help, please contact Suzie Heiney at 734-302-LAND 
(5263) or suzie@washtenawlandtrust.org.  Thank you!
• Digital camera for photo monitoring
• Copy paper (recycled preferred)
• Postage stamps (fi rst class and postcard rate)
• 1⁄2-inch or 1-inch paint brushes 
 for painting trailmarkers
• White paint
• GPS unit for monitoring
• Crockpot
• Gift certifi cates for food items for member events
• Offi ce phones with 2+ lines and caller ID

Upcoming Events
Sunday October 14, noon-5:00 p.m.—
Waterloo Pioneer Day 

This celebration of late 19th century farm life 
includes tours of the Waterloo Farm Museum and 
Dewey School, live music, horse-drawn wagon 
rides, and costumed demonstrators who bring 
history alive.  If you’ve never visited the scenic 
Waterloo region, this event is a great excuse.  The 
Land Trust will be there, too- come visit us! For more 
information, visit www.waterloofarmmuseum.org 
or call (517) 596-2254.  (Waterloo Area Historical 
Society)

Congress encourages 
IRA gifts
 Thanks to limited-time legislation that expires on 
December 31, 2007, you may be able to avoid paying 
income tax on charitable gift distributions from your 
Individual Retirement Account (IRA).  This option applies 
to gifts of up to $100,000 per person made directly to a 
charity by donors age 70 1 ⁄2 or older. As a qualifi ed public 
charity, the Washtenaw Land Trust can accept such gifts 
as unrestricted, designated, or endowment funds.  To learn 
more, please contact Suzie Heiney at 734-302-5263 or con-
tact your fi nancial advisor.
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1100 N. Main Street 
Suite #203
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104
734.302.LAND (5263)
734.302.1804 FAX
info@washtenawlandtrust.org
www.washtenawlandtrust.org

Did You Know?
The Washtenaw Land Trust helped protect the 

bend in the Huron River now known as Osborne Mill 
Preserve.  In the late 1970s and early 1980s, the Land 
Trust (then known as the Washtenaw Land Conser-
vancy) worked with The Nature Conservancy (TNC) 
to protect this wonderful natural area.  TNC was able 
to acquire the land, now managed by Washtenaw 
County Parks & Recreation.
 Here’s an amusing aside:  Before it became a pro-
tected natural area, trespassing and illegal camping 
were real problems on this fragile site.  When a repre-
sentative from TNC went to investigate, he discovered 
a twist to the story:  the campers were naturists, there 
in all their unclothed glory under the sun.
 Today, it’s the deer who frolic at Osborne Mill. To 
visit, access the park from East Delhi Road.  (Please 
note: The park property does not extend very far down-
river.  Once you come to the sign indicating you have 
reached the end of Osborne Mills Park property, 
please do not go farther.  Beyond the sign is private 
property and it is a NO TRESPASSING area.) Happy 
exploring!

Washtenaw County Parks & Recreation Commission


