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Making A Difference   
Other options for gift giving: 
IRA distributions and gifts 
of stock

 Limited-time bill slashes taxes 
on charitable gifts
    Did you know that a new provision allows 
tax-free distributions from Individual 
Retirement Accounts, or IRAs?
 Thanks to recent legislation, you may be 
able to avoid paying income tax on IRA 
distributions for gifts made to a charity.
     To qualify for this new option, the owner 
of the IRA must be age 70 1⁄2 or older, and 
the gift must be transferred directly to a 
qualifi ed charity.  This option covers gifts 
of up to $100,000 per person in 2007.  This 
option is currently set to expire at the end 
of the year.  
 As a qualifi ed public charity, the 
Washtenaw Land Trust can accept such 
gifts as unrestricted, designated, or 
endowment funds. To learn more, please 
contact Suzie Heiney (734-302-5263, 
suzie@washtenawlandtrust.org) or your 
fi nancial advisor.

Gifts of stock: An easier process 
than you may think
 Did you know? Making a gift of 
appreciated stock to the Land Trust may 
allow you to:

• Avoid capital gains tax

• Claim the full current market value 
 of the gift as a charitable deduction

• Make a larger gift than if you fi rst 
 sold the stock

• Support the conservation work 
 you value

 Several Land Trust members have found 
this to be a very convenient way to make 
a gift.  Your fi nancial advisor can help you 
decide if this is a good option for you.  If 
you’d like to learn more, please contact Suzie 
Heiney at suzie@washtenawlandtrust.org 
or 734-302-5263.

Caring for Nature
Network helps to connect local conservationists

The Washtenaw Land Trust is 
a member of the Stewardship 

Network, a grassroots group of 
individuals, organizations, and 
businesses working to protect, restore, 
and manage Michigan’s natural lands 
and waters. The Land Trust is involved 
in two local network “clusters”:  the 
Huron-Arbor Cluster, in and around 
Ann Arbor / Washtenaw County, 
and the Raisin Cluster, in the River 
Raisin watershed.
 In each local cluster, a workshop 
series provides training and experience 
on stewardship strategies, techniques, 
and tools.  This year, the Land Trust co-
hosted two network events: “Identifying 
Michigan Spring Wildfl owers” and 
“Fitting Prescribed Burning Into Your 
Management Plan.”
 For upcoming workshops, stewardship workdays, and other 
events, please visit www.stewardshipnetworkonline.org.  This calendar 
consolidates event information from many different local conservation 
organizations, so it’s a great place to look if you’d like to learn more or 
lend a hand!

Building Bridges – Literally
The Land Trust’s Beckwith Conservancy 
needs your help!

Those of you who have visited the Land Trust’s Beckwith Conservancy 
know that the bridge over Portage Creek has been down for a long 

time. This year, though, that will change. A new pedestrian bridge will 
provide access to a part of the preserve that is not currently accessible 
– at least not without getting wet!
 Campbell & Fran Laird, who donated this nature preserve to the Land 
Trust in 1999, are helping to lead an effort to re-build the bridge, and 
Campbell drafted the initial designs.  Chelsea Lumber Company has 
agreed to provide lumber at a discounted rate.  The Michigan Department 
of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) has approved the permit for the 
bridge.
 Bridge-builders are needed!  Are you willing to join the team that will 
place the bridge beams and install the planks?  Contact the Land Trust 
offi ce at 734-302-5263 or info@washtenawlandtrust.org, and we’ll build 
bridges and hammer nails together.

Volunteers are needed to help build this bridge! Contact 734-302-5263 or 
info@washtenawlandtrust.org to learn how you can help.

Catherine Marquardt explains the 
basics of plant identifi cation at a 
Stewardship Network / Land Trust 
workshop on identifying spring 
wildfl owers.
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Spring has always been a great time of year to do some “spring cleaning” at 
the Land Trust’s nature preserves – and it’s also a great time to have fun!  

Thank you to everyone who attended the Land Trust’s workdays and other spring 
events.  The photos show some of the highlights.

Successful spring cleaning – and more!
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GM volunteers help pull invasive garlic mustard on Earth Day

Hands-on fun: Zuvuya Allen enjoys the 
Market Faire for the Smithsonian Institution’s 
“Key Ingredients” exhibit in Chelsea

Hepatica fl owers open to the morning 
sun at Sharon Hills

A trout lily blooms at 
Creekshead Nature 
Preserve, just in time 
for the wildfl ower hike

Kids (and parents) learn about protecting 
habitat for animals at the Land Trust’s booth 
at the Earth Day Festival

Land Trust member and (co-)donor of the 
Sharon Hills Nature Preserve, Ellie Shappirio, 
relates some of the land’s past history

Hikers hit the trail at Sharon Hills Nature 
Preserve

A full house learns about conservation options at the workshop, 
“Protecting Your Land: Is it Right For You?” in Jackson



Barn Art Project Celebrates 
Washtenaw County’s Rural Heritage

Rural heritage and farmland 
preservation will be celebrated 

by a community public art project this 
summer thanks to a new partnership 
between the Washtenaw Land Trust, 
Chelsea Center for the Arts (CCA), 
Ann Arbor Street Art Fair and the Food 
System Economic Partnership.  
 Barn Art will be a collaborative 
project offered at the ArtZone activity 
area of the Ann Arbor Street Art Fair. 
Visitors will be invited to help create 
a photographic collage of images of 
farms, rural scenes, farming families 
and heritage that will be assembled as 
a three-dimensional form celebrating 
rural heritage in Chelsea and 
Washtenaw County.  This hands-on 
activity will take place during the Art 
Fair – July 18 through 21, 2007.
     Following the Art Fair, the completed 
work will be exhibited in Chelsea and 
made available for display in other 
communities in Washtenaw County.

You can help us build 
this project!  
 Farmland supporters and art 
lovers are encouraged to submit 
photographs (copies, please) of farms 
and farmsteads, barns, livestock or 
agricultural production, farm families, 
farming equipment or tools, or other 
rural scenes from Washtenaw County.  
The photographs will be reproduced 
for use in this project. With the magic 
of clear packing tape and water, they 

will be transformed into transparencies 
for this creative collage project.
 We are also seeking written 
perspectives; poems, memories and 
other creative expressions of the 
importance of farming and rural 
heritage to Washtenaw County and 
its communities.  The writings will 
be woven into the collage along with 
educational materials available during 
the Ann Arbor Street Art Fair.  
     Photographs (in jpg format on CD or 
print copies) and written expressions 
should be submitted to the Chelsea 
Center for the Arts, 400 Congdon 
Street, Chelsea, MI 48118 or emailed 

to info@chelseacenterforthearts.org 
by July 13, 2007.  Art fair visitors may 
also bring photographs and written 
materials to the ArtZone during Ann 
Arbor Street Art Fair for inclusion in 
the project.
 Sponsorship opportunities are 
available and volunteers are needed 
to provide project assistance and 
information during art fair week.  
Please contact the CCA at 734-433-2787 
or info@chelseacenterforthearts.org to 
sign up and be part of the fun!

The land is forever. The Opportunity is now.
The fi rst land trust in Michigan, the Washtenaw Land Trust has protected more than 2,776 acres of natu-
ral areas and farmland in Washtenaw, Jackson, and Ingham counties.
You can help the Land Trust do more.  Make a gift today.

Yes! I’ll help protect open spaces for future generations!  Enclosed is my gift of $____________
Name:   
Address:
City:  State:  Zip:
Phone: Email:
Please make checks payable to Washtenaw Land Trust, or make a secure credit 
card donation online at  www.WashtenawLandTrust.org. For other giving 
opportunities, please contact 734-302-5263 or info@washtenawlandtrust.org.
Washtenaw Land Trust
1100 N. Main Street  • Suite #203 • Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104

Thank you!
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Please contact me about:
❑ Upcoming events  
❑ Becoming a volunteer   
❑ Planned giving  ❑ The Forever Fund   
❑ Protecting my land



Printed on  30% post consumer recycled paper.

1100 N. Main Street 
Suite #203
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104
734.302.LAND (5263)
734.302.1804 FAX
info@washtenawlandtrust.org
www.washtenawlandtrust.org

Got photos?

Help celebrate farmland preservation and 
our rural heritage through a community 

public art project at Ann Arbor’s art fair 
July 18-21.  You may submit copies of your 
photographs of farms, barns, livestock, farm 
families, farming equipment or tools, or other 
rural scenes from Washtenaw County before 
July 13 to be part 
of the project – and 
stop by the Art 
Zone during Art 
Fair to check it 
out and add your 
artistic touch!  For 
more information, 
see page 7.
 This community 
art project needs 
your help!  

Wish List

You may be able to grant the Land Trust’s 
wishes! If you can help, please contact 

Suzie Heiney at 734-302-LAND (5263) or 
suzie@washtenawlandtrust.org.  Thank you!
• Digital camera for photo monitoring
• New county plat books 
 (Washtenaw, Jackson, Ingham)
• Copy paper (recycled preferred)
• Postage stamps 
 (fi rst class and postcard rate)
• Paint brushes for painting trailmarkers
• White paint
• GPS unit for monitoring
• Crockpot
• Folding saws, loppers, hand clippers, 
 good weeding tools
• Trash bags
• Gift certifi cates for food items for member events
• Wall map of Jackson County
• Offi ce phones with 2+ lines and caller ID
• Volunteers to help build a bridge 
 (details on page 5!)


